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COLLECTIVE NOTES

Tn the aftermath of all the media o~erage of
Rupert Murdoch's tdkeo er of the Village VOlce,
N~w York Fv&l and New Ycrk magaz ne, we thought It
would be userul to put this in a context of the
InLreaslng ~vnsollda ion of the med a 1n thlS
'ountry Ihe article we're runnlng In this packet
also goes into the respcnse of VOlce emplcyees-­
Gn1.0niZat10n

Also 1n th s packet is an artlcle about the
revent Amnesty con1erence In Canadd--rhere wlll
be photvs In the packet to follow In ,he neKt
week there w1 be a National Vigil for etetans'
Rlghts In Washington, D,C and we'll be covering
that tou.

With all the cold weather (at leaSt here 1n
the East) dIet of people have been laid ofr from
the T Jobs We want to call your attent1 n to an
rt1cle we ran in the oSt pa~ket abou how to

cvLle t unemp oyment benefits if you' e been lald
ott be Buse t J d weather

SpeaKlng of ~old weather, one of cur staff
members JU~[ tetucned from i y Chlcago where she
was ld k1ng to .5 eelworkers about the upLoming
un on e e~t10n tFeb 8) We'll have an art Ie
about the Sddl_wski campa1gn in the next packet
~Ld an 1nCel~1ew W1Lh ~ woman sleel~otker Boon
oILEe

WE ONLY HAVE ENOUGH PAPER FOR THIS WEEK
and the paper company wcn't deliver any
more untll we pay them Folks, cur
money SitUatlon IS very serl0US so we
need ou to pay your bliis Immediate y,
as well as back bills

ThanKS, LNS

IF YOU ARE MISSING A PAGE OR GET A BADLY PRINTED GRAPHIC, LET US KNOW AND WE WILL SEND ANOTHER SOON.
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date set for the elections and with the independent
union under severe actack, the employees had no al­
ternative but to go out on strike. Only a few days
later, the NLRB set the date for the election.

Same Taccics Used to Repress Cement Strike

Response to the Crown Cork strike bears a
strong resemblance to the 1975 cement workers'
strike 1n Ponce, Puerto Rico. Those workers were
defeated by che same forces now fighting the Crown
Cork workers

The same lawyer who engineered the attack on
strikers at the Puerto Rico Cement Company, Hector
Laffitte, was hired by Crown Cork. Soon afterward,
Security Associates showed up at the Crown Cork
plant, just as they had done during the cement
strike.

Crown Cork entered into an agreement with the
SIU to hire only strikebreakers referred by that
union It proceeded to hire double the regular
number of workers to ensure an SIU victory at the
election.

Although the Crown Cork election was held
October 28, the results are not yet clear since the
UITCC has challenged the right of strikebreakers to
vote.

more. o o.February 2, 1977

NLRB Calls The Shots

The NLRB will play a critical role in the
reSOlUtion of the strike. The law gives che NLRB
exclUSive, unappealable power to decide who is
e11gible to vote.

The res It of the year-long cement workers
strlke came doWll to an NLRB decision on whether or
not Strikebreakers could vote Despite the lilegal
act10ns vf the company and the SIU, the NLRB decided
in their favor and granted recognition co the SIU.

Although the same forces are in action against
the Crown Cork workers, the picketers refuse to give
up. Workers there have asked for and received sup~'

port from the large United Labor Movement (MOU),
Which has mobilized labor leaders throughout the is­
land to join the picket line. And member unions of
the MOU have taken up collections to aid the strikers.

"We knew the pOSSible consequences when we
started the strike, but we had to take the risk,"
said Nigagliono. "We think we are going to win
this str1ke no matter what the NLRB deCides. But
even if we don't win this year -- even if we lose
our jobs -- we know that we matle the right decision.
Each time workers at one plant in Puerto Rico take
a stand, all of us come a little closer to achiev­
ing our goals. - - -

"S1nce we'lTe started pickecing in front of
Crown Cork," he went on, "workers from five or six
nearby companies halTe asked us to help chem form
independent unions in thele plants. All of us
on the picket 11ne agree chat we've made the only
chOice and that ~t 15 the right one."

QU;""'9 infol"'lat1-cn aomes from an CU't:1-aZe
er 1-n the JaY~CU'y, Z97? 1-ssue of Puerto
b Z.ettn of the Puerto Riaan SoZidar1-ty

Slnte then, a combination of forces -- including
the SIU; a Strikebreaking agency called Security
Associatp.s; the NLRB and the police -- - has been
mobilized against the independent labor union1sts.

In June, for example, the SIU challenged the
right of the UITCC to seek an election. l~en the
conflict was resolved in favor of the 1ndependent
union, the SIU filed charges against Nigaglioni, which
were later shown to be unfounded But the SIU's tac­
tics sucLeeded in delaying the election.

Company Backs the SIU

By Augusc 12, Crown Cork signed a "temporary"
contract wich che SIU, grancing increas1ng benefits.
The concracc was execuced behind che backs of the
Crown CorK workers. The effect of thiS "sweetheart"
contract was to make the 1ndependent union appear
powerless

Further provocatlons by the company included the
transfer ot some of che oldest, most active members
of the UlrCC to the nighc sh1ft and the firing of
the un~on's pres1dent and vice-pres1dent. With no

.. , "YORK (LtS) -- Workers at the Crown Cork Com­
pany of Puerto R1co have been on the picket line for
four month in the1r battle for an independent union.
These I~O workers refused to settle for the U S.­
based Seatarers' International Union (SIU) -- one
the) ~aid had failed to represent their interests.

At its factory in Carolina (near San Juan),
Crown Cork, a U S.-o\~ed corporation, produces almost
all 01 the cans and bottlecaps used by the soft drink
and beer producers on the island

Workers Form Independent Union

As far back as January, 1976, a group of workers
decided they had to start their own, democratically
"un unl.on. At that time they were members of- the SIU.

At a general assembly at Crown Cork workers in
May, the overwhelming majority decided to establish
the Independent Un10n of Crown Cork Workers (IUTCC).
Soon afterwards, they filed a petit10n with the
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB) office in Puerto
Rico, demanding an election be held to determine
which union was to represent them

"Ihe SIU was not 1nterested 1n problems which we
were e,lceunter1ng at the plant," explalned Lu s
Nigagl on1, president of the UlrCC "The SIU did
not even know what our problems were beca se they
never COFte to the plant to talk to the workers. When
we went to talk te them, they would l1sten, but
nOthing gOt Jane" Ihe SIU failed to act, he con­
tinued, when "the doctors in the area retused to
honor the SIU med1cal services for our families."

"We £inally realized that only a union'really
run by the employees ourselves would be interested in
provid1ng the best serv1ces possible," he explained.
"Once we d1scussed the alternati es, everyone agreed
that we had no other choice but to start our own
union."
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Bruce Be er, who was convicted 0 1969 of assault­
ing rederal offlce,s ~h0 aCta~ked hlm and a friend
io a church sanctuaty where they _at ln refusal of
the drart, called lor support of all who are accused
of Itvlolent cr1mes ll 10 "ppO_i ~on to the war

Alter reading the statement, Jone~ pa.sed the
microphone 0 bla ~ Vietna~ veteran Joe Certaine, of
the \eteran ' ACtion Commitree in Ph ladelph1a, who
detailed plans for a 'ational ViS 1 for Veteran­
Rights in Washington DC, february 1-10, through
which the mood of the conferen e 10'111 be conveyed
dtrectly to Presldent Carter,

Sp aker dfter speaker throughout the onfetence
attacked the racism lnherent 1n the llmlted pardon,
as well as In he milltary it elf To~ W nn, d rector
of the ~atlonal Assoctatlon of Black eterans, based
in Mtlwaukee, Issued a sratement saying: "There was
no Jostice In a Mtl\ ary JUstice -ystem that a~ard­

ed Blacks one-third of the adverse d.scharges, mOSt
of which were Admtn1Stratively proee ed and Without
trials, hearlngs or counsel

"Over 300,000 Black youth '''ere re urned to
their communl tes ~1th dlshonor and WIthout benefits
as a re~ult of unJu.t laws and ra ism Today they
are he unemplo.ed, the lncar erared Bla k oldlers
on the iront 11n 5 ~f ,retnarn were used as cannon
fodder; Black veterans n rhe home frcn ar th
victims or the te nam war

Carter "hds ind1~"red here
s me kind ot ase-by-case rev lew for de- r er
"'ith mote bad dIscharges, no doubt ," sa d G rry
Condon, who leads he Amnest\ for Ve 5 or an latlon
In San ran 1~~0 "Bur Disho~orable 01 harge- and
Bad Condu t 010 harges WIll not even be reVle" d "
He said rhat "soldlers who resl In tbe mo" direct
and effectlve manner are court-martlalled," but
"Jlmmy Carter, Charles Kirbo and the Pentagon would
have us be leVe that all people Wl h DD's nd BCD's
are murderer-, raplSt·, crlminal It Ju.t 1 n't 0

Condon sald the inherent lnJu.rlce of the dls­
charge sy tem point to he need for a slngle-t pe
military dlscharge for the future, and honorable dis­
charges lor all Vletnam-era vets He admltted, how­
evet, that I would be a tough battle "The military
is the Cuttlng edge of U S imperlali.m And resis­
tance in the milltary is the cutting edge of Ameri­
can resistance to the uOjus r wars of omorrow--
be they in Western Europe, Southern Africa, Mexlco,
Korea or DettOlt "

The ultlmate lron~ of he pardon pro laJmed by
Carter, a ~~rdlng to the joint statement from eXlle
delegates In Sweden and France, i z that the new
pre ident'b cabtnet 15 filled with architecrs of the
Vietnam war For lnStance, Secretar, of State Cyrus
Vance, "'ho "erved as Mac'amara'. Deput> Secretary
of Defense under Johnson, now says the war ""'as
a mistake," thelr Statement said "We don't believe
it was a mlstake, but lf he does, wh do we haye to
pay for 1t?"

::r.e scuo:e u~,;':.c- !Ja.f, br.1: Pll: dr(lft Nauters h,ivg
beS'l r>ard.? ...ed, be i- I'es:;;Z-:;ea -r.a:: d;ro",;' resis'''rs
tr,,"z. ~q -r.eir 7':er,;... "":Jbi ;"';;1 :~ ~~~:tn!.t~ -he fight
:O~ ~~uer8a_ ~~~ ~~~~~~-~~~~! ~~a;~ :~r ~:L ~ar

~8i8~er8 and U~ ~~-~~6, i~~:~iy.g ~he -~diate

uP2Mdl,"t".g r :: ""~ ..roable ':i: aZ'f dis-::r.-:zrg 6" ~ :%

Bty..g ...e- dpe ~'t ~;!U'~ d:.e~harge ..·~)r -;.P ;"Lt-',. .. e II

· FERE:CE ATTACKS CARTER'S PARDON;
CAMPAI l' 'ASHL'(;TO. FEB 1-10

b· Dee Kntght

S --Over J50 Amertcan war res1sterS,
terdns and acrnebt~ buppOrters met 1n

ery 29-30 and un fied thetr response to
'lecnaa era

Despite d hedY bllzzard and hurri­
inc whi h turned bact: twO bus loads

a -. ads o~ ~ould-bc part1clpants, the
1. at t.e Lord Simcoe Hotel tn down­
a jammed tor the opening session.

Of near y 200 pe pIe rept away becduse of the
weather, over h If were v~terans; but more than 100
Veter,iDS ffiana ,d to dttend, and the conrerence demon­
st ted militant olid rlty between those forced to
fight in tl.e unjJSt U,S. w"r tn Indo hina. and those
who resisted.

The conicrence sponbol WaS the ational Council
[or Universal lnd Unconditional Amnesty (NCUUA). an
umbrell" group whIch represen ~ oyer 100 natlonal and
local org,l:liz,ltlons working for tot"l amnesty. AHEX­
Can da, tl,e loronto-based exile group, was host,

Vinll Q' , Prestdent of the Union of Vletnamese
in Canad , rely d btanding ovatlonb both before
and all I hI' ok before th conier"nce, oOJ<prebsing
the Sl1pp r "f his nClJly-unlti d ountry and request­
in our .Ilfd,tritr f:)r ltS Ontlnlllng struggles,
The Vi. tr,am elegate had no troubl" a~nlng a
str ~g re 0 utlon from the ~vnfer n e demanding an
lilrl 0 U.S. attempt~ t.l ,abota6e Vletnam's recon­
str~tt'on ad jlplomAti~ reldtion dbroad The reso-
lution l' ~Ied for dlplomatlc recognit~on and re-
constra [( id to the new Indothlnese governm nt,
in rJ I ~h the 1973 Par" Agreement.

Bob CIH'no 'et I, " former POW who "pent over five
y€ars In )tth ,ietnamese prl on campb during the war,
l ,lloJed Vinh Quy to the mike to declare his support,
boJth f'l th ne... ietnam and for war tesi"ter . Pat
Simon, th 0 dinator of Gold St r Parents for
Amnt"· tv, wh se only "on was ki led in tetnam combat
nine y~a(~ ,al oJ declared her support.

"5 m oJl ur leaders teU u" that some of our
.n" might De live if you had gone to take their

pl.1C\ ," S mon told the war r" ..,lsters "But you know
/lnd 1 1· nul' th tour "ons woul d be al r ve if our gov­

rnment h"d It tened to what the reblsterS were say­
Ing lnd hId Htvpped the war."

The main "rk of the conleren e was to show
C.Ht r dnd the AmerIcan people that the smnest move­
ment ~'ould nut ,top its etfort· In the face of the
new IH' ,,1 d 'Ilt '~ t ...ken pdrdon" drart res IS ters,
Joe J"nes, the drait resi ter delegate from Vancouver,
Brl ish Columb e, read the rollowing statement of
unIty to repurtets Sunday afternoon,
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ARMY POLISHES A ROTTEN APPLE

For more lnformation coneact the WIlmIngton
10 Defense Committe, 1851 9th Sereet N W., Su~te

104, Wash~ngton, D·C. 20001.
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NEW YORK (WIN/LNS)--"So far you have created
a desire for an apple You must pol~sh this
apple so brightly that the prospett will say, 'That
is the only apple that wlll satlsfy me "'--So reads
a manual for army recrulters.

The manual ~nstructs its salespeople ro "lull
the prospect nto a fals,- sense of secun.cy" and
then "hit him wieh your sales story and drive hard
for a decis10n "

FEDERAL COURT RULES AGAINST WILMINGTON 10,
NORTH CAROLINA CIVIL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS

NEW YORK (LNS)--A North Carolina judge has
refused to accept the ~etraction ~f testimony by
the government's sale eyeWltneSs againSt the
Wilmington 10. The ten civil r~ghts act~vists

were convicted on charges of arson and conspiracy
in 1972 for protests in Wilmington, North Carolina
~ year earlier

Allen Hall, the state's witness, adm~tted

in the fall of 1975 that he had been coerced by
the state prosecutlon and a federal law enforcement
agent into fabricating his entire testimony De­
fense lawyers immediately flIed a motion In court
demand1ng the dismissal of charges agalnSt the
ten, or a retrlal.

But the January ruling by U S. magistrate
Logan Howell said that Hall's statement would not
be accepted by the federal courts as part of the
appeal process at this time He ins~sted that
the recantation must firSt be con~ldeted by the
state courts. Yet, the man who will represent
the state of North Carolina in this ptocess,
District Attorney Allen Cobb, ha~ been named by
Hall as one of the officials who coerced h~m to
lie in the 1972 erial. "We can't poss1bly get
a fair nearing under these circumstance," sald
d~en~e commlttee spokesperson Imaol Kazana

In the Judge's ruling he also denled bail
for the Wllmington 10, who have been in pr~son

tor a year. They are imprisoned on sentences
.ranging from 29 to 34 years each.

The CiVl1 rlghts demonstratIons that led co
their arrests began 1n 1971, with a demand thae
a memor~al serv~ce for Martin Luther K10g be
allowed at a Wilmington hlgh school Violence
broke out after police and members of the Ku Klux
Klan attacked protesters. In the follOWing weeks,
two black teenagers and a member of the Klan were
killed by gunf~re, and several homes and scores
were burned. Shortly afterwards, the ten were
arrested. They include Ben Chavis--a well-known
civil rights activist--e1ght black men, most of
them high school students, and a white woman who
was a Vista worker at the tlme. The conv~celon

against the Wilm~ngeon 10 is still 1n the process
of appeals.
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The Oregon court ruled that the man's state­
mentS were inadmlssable because the ~nterrogation

had taken place 10 a "coercl.ve environmene'--espe­
cially s~nLe the defendant was on parole and was
being quest10ned beh~nd the closed doors of the
state patrol's offices.

"The open question was 'do you have to glve
Miranda rIghtS in a non-custodial but coercive
sltUati0n? II' commented Jesse Berman, a New York
crimlnal lawyer.

"Now the cops w~ll know there's one more
thing they can do," said Berman. "It's one more
chIpp~ng away to let the cops say, 'we didn't know
if we were gOlng to book him or not--we just asked
him to come down. It was only after he told us
tha t we de t1ded to book him.'"

"It also encourages cops not to give the
warnlngs," Berman continued. "The idea is, the
person shouldn't involuntarily incriminate them­
selve~; they should know their rlghts."

_c· REM[ C~_ 1 FURTHER liEAKENS SUSPECTS'
fIFTH A}lliNDMENT RIGHTS

tW ~O . (LNS)--In yet another broaden~ng of
La" en 'r ment p0wers, the Un~ted States Supreme
Court r led January 26 to l~mit suspects' protection
agaln t -elf-lncr~mina~ion The declsl0n is con­
,;."cent w~th earl~errul~ngs by the Berger court
,,,hie' have made ev~dence aUlll~ssable even when it
~~ gd~ned through the violation of constitutional
right~, lor example ~llegal searches or entrapment.

In lts landmark 1966 Miranda decision, the
Supreme Court ruled that police must inform arrested
people of the r rlghts to remain silent and to have
a lawyer. However, the present ruling attacks the
~iranda decision broadside by limiting the condi­
tlon~ under WhlCh it can be used. The Berger court
stated that the M~randa decis~on does not apply to
peoplE. who have gone "voluntarily" to a police sta­
tion and who are not under arrest.

The state of Oregon had asked the Supreme
Court to review a ruling in which an Oregon court
hdd ruled that a person convicted of burglary
should have been informed of his rights even though
he WdS not under arrest when he confessed.

However, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on the
case WithOUt hearing any arguments on the lssues.
In hlo dissent~ng opin~on, Justice Stevens said
that "the ~ssues of this case are too important to
be deLided summarily (without hearing oral argu­
ments )"

1n the Oregon case, the defendant was a parolee
who, according to the pollce officer involved,
came voluntarily for questl0ning He was told
that he was suspected in a burglary, and that his
f~ngerpr~nts had been found on the scene. This
was a l~e, however, des~gned to force a confession.

The suspect then admltCed his guilt; whereupon
the pOll~e o£f~cer read the suspect h~s Miranda
r~ght~ and proceeded to tape the suspect's state­
ment.

PA(,E 3 Liberat~on News Service (11846) February 2, 1977 more
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~HICAuO COALITIO, LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO HALT REMO AL
OF POOR FRO! II-SQUARE MILE AREA IN THE CITY

.'EI' YORK (LNS)--A four-year effort by resldents
1 [he p or SeCtlons of Ch~cago to pteven the ~ty's

otc mpt ro move them oUt of thelr nelghborhoods lS
bUl1dlng up steam.

The WIde-scale removal, dellneated ln the
"Clul.ago 21 Plan," ~s part of a program launc:hed by
l.lty offlclals and corporatl0ns for mov ng the ur­
ban poor and mInorities out of the CIty and rede­
velopIng it for white middle class occupants by the
21st entury.

Plan For Year 2000

The Chicago 21 Plan covers 11 square miles of
downtown Chlcago and surrounding area Announced
by Mayor Daley in 1973, it IS spearheaded by several
organizat~ons of buslnessmen: the Ch~cago Central
Ared Comrn~ttee, che Chlcago 21 Corporatl0n and the
Scate Screet Counc~l (composed of 90% of merchants
ln a several-block area whose total earnlngs come
to aD0Ut $600 million annually) The~r goal ~s to
make the central city "secure and attracuve" ln
otder to attract middle and upper class fam~lies

~nto che area, a move they feel 101111 shote up thelr
flnanclal and pol~tlcal base in Chlcago

The plan detalls changes for every ne~ghbor­

hood In the area In many neighborhood~ the plan
is alreddy be~ng lmplemented, wlth cutbacks ln
6erv~ces such as schools, hOSpltals, and garbage
collectlons, and wlth a build-up of pollce forces.
Tenant~ ln some houslng proJects are now forced to
carry photo ID cards to get ln and out

The Chlcago 21 Plan also bluepr~nts the con­
Stru~tlon of new ne~ghborhoods, such as one to be
~alied "Dearborn Park" ~n the South Loop area.
Dearborn Park will be an entlrely walled-In city
wlth only one entrance. Prospe tlVe resldents
wlil be sl.reened accordlng to certaln "connnun~ty

Ilvlng qualiflcatl0ns," ~n order to move lnto the
condomlniums that w~ll cost from $45,000 - 70,000
ea_h.

"StOP the 21 Plan" Campalgn

in recent months, a City-wlde coalltl0n has
laun_hed a campargn to "s top the Ch~cago 21 Plan."

The plan's opponents picketed a luncheon for members
of the Metropolitan Housing and Planning CounCil
ln December, urging cltizens to "reSist the attempt
to make Ch~tago in the 21st century a haven for
the uppet and mlddle classes."

Meanwh~le, inslde, members of the Planning
Councll elected new officers for their organization,
among these representat~ves of Commonwealth Edison
and several banks. Their maln tOP1C of d~scussion

was the posslb~l~ty of obtaining federal funds for
the 21 Plan.

Earller, ~n November, over three hundered peo­
ple had atcended a People's Tr~bunal on the plan.

One woman discussed the terminology of the 21 Plan--
"Urbdnlzat lon, urban renewal, sium, bl~ghted, re­

habIlitation, revitallzation, renovat~on, condem­
nauon--I now realize what all these words mean,"
she _onc.luded. "They all mean 'Get rid of the poor.'"

Another woman testlfied, "In the last 16 years
I have moved 23 tlIDes. 1'10 fighting my tenth
eVl_t~~n Four of the buildings have been burned
Four of them have been replaced by gas stations;
(another by) a House of Pancakes; and one building
had eleven rooms and was converted into a three­
apattmenc bu~ld~ng "

Many testif~ed that the Chicago 21 Corpora­
t~on lS thoosing to remove the poor from their
neighborhoods, rather chan to assisc in bu~lding

up chese areas. The Umaster plan" involves tWO
strategies, chey charge: the descruction of 10101­
income hOUSing, and severe cutbacks of social
serVlces in the affected areas One school teacher
test~fied at the Tribunal, "This process of over­
crowd~ng the schools and denlal of funds, is
pact of the conspiracy thac's been alluded to here,
over and over I'

Many of the speakers represen ed Puerto
Rican, Black and Mexican nelghborhood organizations.
One man from the predominantly Mexican ne~ghborhood

of Pilson expla~ned, "We came to che US, to
places like Chlcago. looking for work and homes,
because multinational corporations have caused
the economIc and political conditionE that make
it impOSSible for Mexicans to live healthy lives
(in MeXiCO)" He scressed that during World War II
and the economiC boom of the 50's and 60's, many
Mexicans were encouraged to come to work ln large
American C~ties· "But at present the U.S econ-
omy ~s in cr~sis (So) coday deportations
increase and attempts co render us powerless ~n­

tensify We see rhe Plan 21 as such an atcempt."

"It ~s Imperative that we realize that mere
indiViduals do not destroy neighborhoods," another
speaker Etressed, "The destruction of neighbor­
hoods is consc~ously planned and execuced, even
co the extreme of burning people ouc."

- 30 ­
***************************************************

"ROOTS OF CLASS STRUGGLE IN THE SOUTH"

NEW YORK (LNS)--"I wanc to draw a piccure of
the working class of che South a little bit different
from the fam~liar one, wh~ch ~s Southerners as
victim", Southerners as helpleEs," said activis t
Ken Lawrence at a talk on labor history The
text of hIS talk has recently been published in
an ~llustrated pamphlet called "The Roots of Class
Struggle In the South~

Lawrence traces the tumultuous history of
souchern workers' struggles from before the
Civil war, ~llustrating the central role of
black working people ln the development of the
worklng class in th~s councry

The pamphlet also traces workers' struggles
in the reconstruction period, with a crlt~cal

look at rhe earl formation of the Knighcs of
Labor, and later che American Federation of
Labor and the CIa

"The Roots of Class Struggle"iS availab Ie
from New England Free Press, 60 Union Square,
Somervl Ie, Mass, 02143.
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Publi"hlng chains and broadcasr nerworks are only
one form of media consolidation In newspaper publish­
Ing, vne Dt the largest U.S. manufacrur1ng 1ndustries,
Jo~nt operatIng agreements 1n more than 20 cities per­
m1r 5eparately owned newspapers in the same City to

Who rubs shoulders with who in the whole affair
1S parrlally 111um1nat1ng. But the story is also the
older and less glamourous one of centralization and
consolldatl0n of che med1a, and of pub11sh1ng workers'
cespon5e to that process -- for instance the Village
VOIce employees' dec1sion CD Drgan1ze IntD a un10n.

Media Consolidation

The _oup that pUt three major publicat10ns in a
C1ty of e1ght m111ion into one man's hands 1n the
space of SiX weeks. 1S Dnly a dramatIc version of what
has be n happening gradually Dver the course of the
century. In newspaper pub11shing, the conso11dation
of Independent dallies 1ntD chains (twD or mDre pa­
pers, usudlly 1n different CitieS, owned or controlled
by the same person or group) looks like th1s:

In 1910, a time known for natiDnal newspaper
gIant" llke Hearst and Scr1pps, 3% of the exIsting
U S da11,es were chain-owned. By 1968, 47% of all
dally U.S. papers were cha1n-Dwned; by 1974, 54 9%.
And by 1990, if the current trend continues, 1t'S been
estimated that all dailies 1n the U S will be chaiR­
own~d ..

e' g.al" i ,. )

NEWSPAPER MAGNATE'S NEW YORK BUYS:
LATEST 1 ~lliDIA CONSOLIDATION;
'orCE \o/ORKERS START UNION DRIVE

. E~ YORK (LNS) -- When Rupert Murdoch's purchase
of he ,ew York Post, New York magazine, the Village
VOl_e dnd Me ' West magaz1ne became front page news in
m1d-January, the event was "explained" by an "inside
look" at soc1alites and financiers tapping martini
glaRse~ w1th East Coast pub11shing powers.

Meet Rupert Mutdoch, the 45 year old Austra11an
newspaper he1r, owner of over 80 newspapers and a
dozen magaz1nes 1n Australia, Great Br1tain and the
U S and now of three New York City pUblications with
a _omb1ned c1rculation of more than 1,037,000. Meet
h1s (10s1ng) opponent in the battle for control of
New York magaZine, the Village Voice, and New West
magaZIne -- all subsid1aries of the New York Magazine
Company: Clay Felket.

And Carter Burden, "heir to one of the city's
claSSIer fortunes", the young socialite who, vaca­
t10n1ng in Sun Valley, sold his 23.8% stock in New
York MagaZine Company to give Murdoch the controlling
51%. Not to mention Newsweek and Washington POSt pub M

lisher Kathryn Gtaham who entered a rival bid for
Felker's group of publications. Or Burden's la.ryer,
Peter Tufo (who by the way is a "steady beau of Lee
RadZlwIII" -- Newsweek). Or Ben Sonnenberg, "the elegant
art collector and public relations man" who intro-
du<.ed Felker "to some of the better things -- and
better names -- in New York life." (Newsweek)

NewSlJeek p1ctured Murdoch and Felker and a now­
familIar fIgure in New York City's f1scal crisis, in­
vestment banker Felix Rohatyn, on a sun deck in Long
Island'5 plush Hamptons The point of 1t all be1ng
how a b1g barracuda gOt eaten by a b1gger and slyer
shark when caught unawares on the waters of h1gh
finance

W1th mass-communicatiDns outlets controlled by a
small class Df people w1th the economic means to own
such high investment operations, even different own­
ership dDes not assure Ehat newspapers, magazine~,

rad10 and TV programm1ng prDvide a genuinely free
flDw of 1deas As Ben ~agdik1an p01ncs out in ~
Information Machines, I in most cases when a newspaper
owner sells his paper, he lODks for a buyer who will
perpetuate rhe same political values

"When rhe Du Pont inteTes S speculated on sell­
ing the1r monopoly newspapers in WilmingtDn, Delaware,
the leading suggest10n was 'Outrlght sale to an
outside newspaper organlzation whose political and
econom1C v~~ws closely parallel those of the present
OImersh1p

Defendants of these patterns of media Dwnership
11ke to m1n1mize the relationsh1p between who owns
a newspaper and what ltS editorial policy is, saying
that ed1tors often malntain autonomy Bu JDurnalists
Dfcen say that, l1ke crustees of a cDllege, the
Dwner need not intervene Dn a da~ly basis in Drder to
ma1nta1n control Df an operacion Once che owner
has chDsen the CDp editDrs, reporters soon learn
what StOries rhey can expect to escape the ed1cors'

combine DperatiDns such as print1ng and ads -- and
sometimes news and editDr1al functions

Critics malntaln that other cDmpetitors are
squeezed OUt by the strength of combined operations.
PODling of operatlons, they say, gives JDint Dpera­
tiDns added cDmmercial clDut, and diminishes their
independence.

A th1rd source Df media cDnsDlidatiDn is crDSS­
media Dwnersh1p, ln which two or mDre Dutlets in
the same City but in d1fferent media are owned by
the same person or grDup, By the close of the 1960's,
a single owner controlled at least one TV station
and one newspaper 1n 24 of the largest 50 cities.

Cross ownersh1p of newspaper and broadcasr
statlDns wa5 banned by the FCC in 1975 Bur Charles
F1reStOne, a Wasb1ngcon D.C. lawyer who represents
citizen groups in media mDnopoly suits, explains
that the FCC -- "a captive of the industry 1t regu­
lates" -- "grandfathered" the rule. That is, it
allowed the ex15ting cross-owners tD keep theIr prDp­
ert1es except In clt~es where they maintained a com­
plete monopoly. "So they broke up rhe 16 smallest
markets where there's only one newspaper, say, and
one televis1Dn But in 72 medium sized and larger
cities, where there's excreme concentratlDn and con­
trol, they immun1zed the exist~ng broadcasters from
challenge It waS fully cDnscious They knew every
cross owner 1.0 r.he country"

The media 1S furcher consolidated,along with
corporate pDwer 1n general, when compan1es not pri­
mar1ly in the commun1cacions business own or are own­
ed by mass-med1a oucle s Besides 1tS TV netwDrk,
the CBS cDnglomerate owns rad1D and TV s atiDns,
a recDrd company, a publishing house, Creative Play­
things, and Ste1nway pianDs

RCA 1S able to help control what the publ1c
knows and thinks about ~tS operatiDns -- which 1n­
clude RCA recDrds, Hertz car rentals, Banquet frozen
foods, Coronet carpets and Cushman and Wakefield
real escate -- chrough ownersh1p of NBC and a number
of rad10 and TV srat~ons.
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\ .lage VOice Employees Seeking to Unionize

In Murdoch's case, New York magazine and the
,ew York Post have already been assigned new editors.
. nd urdoch tried to do the same thing at the

,.lage VOI~e. As Joel Burger, a member of the
VOIce's advertising sales staff explained, Murdoch
promised, upon taking control, to maintain the
"edltorial integrity" of the paper, but illllIlediately
drr mpted to bring in an outsider as editor-in­
~hief over the present editors. Murdoch bought the
paper on a Friday, Burger explains, and by Sunday
100 VOice employees were meeting to call for union­
l<drlon wirh District 65, Distributive Workers of
AmerIca. Over 90% of rhe Voice's paid employees
slgned union cards.

"I t was the fourrh time the VOice had been
bought and sold in its 21 year history," explained
Burger.

Besides his reputation for exploiting sensa­
tlonallStlc sex and murder stories for the big
prOfitS rhey bring, Murdoch is knol~ for staff
management techniques such as appolnting two people
to every important job, glvlng them sllghtly dif­
ferenr ritles so that nelther have a sense of Job
se, urity.

Yer both Burger and Nat Hentoff, a Voice
JournaliSt active in rhe unlonization drive, are
qUI. k to point out that it's not merely a question
of personalities:

"Hanagemenr fails to reallZe that people were
never in love With Clay Felker, either -- we toler­
ated hlm," says Burger. "I thlnk it'S absurd,"
prorested Hentoff, "to be outraged at indiViduals
when whar you're dealing wlth is an economiC system 'l

About 100 VOlce employees and supporrers were
out on the Sidewalks in front of the office With
an Informatlonal picket January 31, hoping to avoid
a strike, but Willing to begin one at the end of
rhe week if the new management does not recognize
the overwhelming sentiment for unionization

VOlce employees have tried to unlonize three
tlmes before But thiS t1me, as Henroff explained,
"the fact thar they'd been acquired by a multi­
narlonal corporation, weren't consulted, and their
interests weren't considered •• ,pushed people over
the edge."

Ar New York magaZine, when Murdoch took over,
57 staff members staged a walkout protesting their
status, as one writer called it, as "lumps of
mear . being bartered and traded around."

District 65 organizer Kitty Krupat, assess­
lng the Significance of Voice workers' demand for
unionlZation, explained, "I think the myth that
profeSSionalism and unionlsm don't miX is rapidly
dYing as people in publishing see the ownership of
their business become more and more remote .. and
that they have less and less direct control over
the product they're producing -- as publishlng and
Journalism become more and more a business and less
and less an art or a commitment or a mission II

PAGE 6
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ASBESTOS COMPANIES SUED FOR WORKER'S DEA~H

NEW YORK (LNS)--Emanuel Cohen, a Brooklyn sheet
metal worker, died in May of 1976 at the age of 61
from peritoneal mesothelioma, a form of cancer of
the stomach llning caused by exposure to asbestos
HiS widow, Dorothy Cohen, filed SUlt in late January
against 17 major asbestos companies demanding $3
m111ion in damages

Cohen charges that Since 1929 all 17 companies
had possessed medlcal and scientific data clearly
indicating that asbestos was hazardous to health
"But prompted by pecuniary motives," the court papers
said, "the defendants, indiVidually and collectively,
willfully and wantonly ignored and fai led to act"
on that data

Not only were the dangers of asbestos kept
secret from her husband, Cohen said, but the companies
also did not recommend safe wearing apparel for
handling the mineral, placed no warnings on asbestos
containers and took no steps to adopt and enforce
a safe method for handling asbestos

Defendants in the case Include the Johns-Man­
ville Products corporation, Armstrong Cork, Combus­
tion Engineering Inc and the Owens-Corning Fiber­
glass Corporation By way of defense, a spokesperson
for the Johns-Manville corporation (which employs
26,000 in 110 asbestos plants in the U.S. and
Canada) said che industry had been placing warning
signs on asbescos containers SInce a law reqUiring
such nOtice was passed in 1972 He added thar he
industry has paid for most of the research on as­
bescos pOisoning.

At the same time, however, the asbestos industry
has tried to narrow the defInition of asbestos in
safery regulations, and omit a nomer of asbestos­
like materials from strong regulatory restrictions.

Mesothelioma has chus far proved invariably
facal, usually wllhln months of diagnosis Dr. Irving
Selikoff, an expert In the field, belIeves that be­
cause of past exposure to high levels of asbestos,
as many as 70,000 workers may die of mesothelioma
in the nexc four decades.

--30--
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AMNESTY CONFERENCE, continued from page 2

"By pushing their definition of Violence," Beyer
said, "the government is attempting co pu us on
the defenSive They are trying to force us away from
the real lSSUes of murder and genocide committed a­
gainst the people of Southeast Asia By accepting
their def1n~t10n, we are forget tint who ic was who
carried OUt the massacres at Jackson State and Kent
State. Remember rhat Bobby Hutton and Fred Hampton
died from bUllets fired by police agents in the
hire of the governmenc "

There was debate and struggle at the conference
over whether the demands for amnesty should be de­
livered in a militant, anti-lmperialist fash~on, or in
the form of an appeal co Jimmy Carter's ChristIanity
and sense of humanlty. Overwhelmingly, the m11itant
posture was agreed on, as partiCipants fel~ that
only in thiS way could we sustain a movemen, loudly
proclalming the right of Americans to reSiSt unjust
wars and to support the right of all peoples to in-
dependence land freedom' --30 -
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